
 

Berwick   ~   Eliot   ~   Kittery   ~   South Berwick   ~   York 

 

 

Attendance:   

SMPDC:  Abbie Sherwin     
Kittery:  Jessa Kellogg 
Eliot:  Jess McQuade  
DOT:  Taylor LaBrecque 
MTA:  Sean Donahue,  
York:  Leslie Hinz, Dean Lessard    
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard:  Andy Smith, Jay Flagg 
Integrated Environmental:  Kristie Rabasca 
 
Agenda 

1. Introductions 
 
2. DEP/Permit Renewal Update 

a. 7th draft due next week perhaps.  The DEP is reviewing a request for changes to the 
public education requirements (on audience for behavior change instead of two).  
Additional changes we will see from the prior draft include: 

i. Wet Weather:  R. Poirier clarified the language is intended to only require  
Desktop Assessments for wet weather monitoring, and a schedule for 
implementation that would allow the monitoring to be done in the next permit 
cycle (2025-2030).  No wet weather monitoring would be required this 
permit cycle.  During K. Rabasca’s meeting with FOCB, they stated they do 
not agree with this language and will continue to request wet weather 
monitoring be done sooner.  

ii. Dry weather monitoring – this language is mostly settled.  No significant 
changes are anticipated for the 7th draft.   

iii. Impaired waters looking more settled – DEP should be accepting ISWG 
comments on impaired waters changes.  Most significantly, 3 BMPs will be 
required for MS4 discharges to Urban Impaired Streams. 

iv. Still planning on 4/1/2020 date for Stormwater Management Plan 
v. DEP will be specifically listing out the requirements for SWPPPs at transfer 

stations, bus garages and public works facilities rather than just reference the 
MSGP for Industrial Activities.  She is going to do this so MS4s won’t have 
to change their SWPPPs mid permit cycle (the current MSGP renews in 
2021, which will be PY2 of the MS4 permit).  We will need to watch this 
language for any requirements that might require a capital expenditure – so 
municipalities can budget appropriately.  For example, the current MSGP 
requires all exterior liquid tanks have secondary containment.  For MS4s, the 
magnesium chloride tanks might need secondary containment (they currently 
do not need secondary containment).  
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b. ISWG has budgeted for some workshops around the changes that are most 
significant for MS4s – to assist them as they prepare their Stormwater Management 
Plans.  K. Rabasca and GZA will be developing these workshops and will be 
coordinating with BASWG and MEWEA so they are open statewide. K. Rabasca 
will ensure all will receive notices of events.  Current schedule for workshop dates:  
 Dry Weather Monitoring – August 15, 2019 
 TMDL and Urban Impaired Streams Workshop – October 17, 2019 
 Wet Weather Assessment Workshop – February 20, 2019 
 Construction Ordinance Change Workshop – April 16, 2019 

c. Discussion ensued about keeping all updated on permit renewal.  S. Donahue, A. 
Sherwin, A. Smith, J. Flagg not on many distribution lists.  K. Rabasca to double check 
and send pertinent files.    

 
3. Culvert Grant Update – J. Kellogg, L. Hinz, A. Sherwin and K. Rabasca reviewed the 

culverts on Payne Road for possible grant application.  There is not sufficient time to apply. 
So will apply in September for this location.   

 
4. Updates from Towns and Partners (including activities and dates of interest) 

a. Berwick –  Town has consultant designing updated infrastructure for second capital 
project (Moulton Road, which discharges to the Salmon Falls River). 

b. South Berwick – Town is implementing electronic inspections – implementation is 
going well.  

c. Eliot – Next capital project will begin design after 7/1/2019.  
d. Kittery – Paving projects start soon.  Some ditching is being done.  Outfall and ditch 

inspections are in progress. 
e. York – Outfall Inspections are in progress. Ditch inspections were completed in 

April.  Town replaced some ditches with pipes and cbs.  The Town placed high water 
mark signs in 4 locations in town to mark the flood elevations of the 2006 Mother’s 
Day storm and the 1978 blizzard.  The signs are a pilot project to remind citizens of 
the potential impact of floods, in the hopes they will take at least one step to prepare 
themselves for floods.   

f. YCSWCD  - Not present 
g. Maine Turnpike Authority – Projects affecting SMSWG Towns:  York Toll Plaza – 

S. Donahue does sediment and erosion control inspections and contractors are doing 
a good job.  There was some discussion regarding some track out observed at Chases 
Pond Road, which S. Donahue will address.  

i. Only other project in York County is a bridge project – not in MS4 towns.   
ii. Training is ongoing for MTA employees 

iii. If any questions or issues regarding MS4, direct it to S. Donahue 
h. Maine DOT – Peter Newkirk officially retired, and T. LaBrecque is the new contact 

for MS4.   
i. Some Maine DOT projects will not be happening that were scheduled 

because of high contractor pricing.  If anyone has questions about specific 
projects, they should contact T. LaBrecque.   

ii. DOT has a FB page if we need to expand social media info, can send to T. 
LaBrecque.   
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iii. T. LaBrecque sent out an updated list (only PNS was not on it – T. 
LaBrecque and A. Smith to connect via email).  

i. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
i. A. Smith addressing DEP comments on PY5 annual report.  Had questions 

about construction inspections:  do MS4s do three.  J. Kellogg – yes, have 
third party conduct inspections (weekly) and she attends at least 3 using form 
SMSWG developed a couple years ago.  K. Rabasca to send form to A. 
Smith.  L. Hinz described tracking spreadsheet also in use.   

ii. Training planned for June 2019.  A. Smith is interested in additional basic 
IDDE tracking courses.   

iii. A. Smith completing outfall inspections soon.   
iv. SWPPP meeting planned for June also.  

j. SMPDC – A. Sherwin has funds available to assist MS4s in applying for grants. 
Annual SMPDC meeting is planned for Wednesday 6/5/2019 – speaker topic is 
Region’s Outdoor recreation Economy (Carolann Ouellette. .    

i. Monday June 3, Kittery Land Trust YardScaping Workshop 
ii. June 13 and 14 – the Beaches Conference (ME and NH) – Kittery 

Community Center 
iii. USEPA Soak up the Rain Webinar June 12 1-2:30  

https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain  
iv. Kittery Block PartySat. 6/15/2019 – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Kittery, Maine  
v. York Land Trust WildScaping Event – 10 am to noon. 

vi. Maine Stormwater Conference – December 2 and 3, 2019 
http://cumberlandswcd.org/site/maineswc/  

 
5. Public Education update PY 6 activities:  

a. Awareness – Paid Facebook ads have been running since 12/29/2018 so far:  
i. 4,771 people reached (target audience – age 25-65 in towns, college grads) 

ii. 318  clicked on the ThinkBlueMaine link  
iii. Spent $449.43   
iv. Ends 6/29/2019 

b. Weekly Facebook posts by Mary Wicklund continue – love the dandylions! 
c. Planned/Completed Yardscaping/Lawns to Lobsters Workshops: 

i.   8/27/2018 AARP Breakfast 
ii. 3/26/2019 South Berwick Adult Ed 

iii. 5/2/2019 Rotary Club Eliot/South Berwick (21 attending ~ half plan to 
change a behavior, but are also already implementing many behaviors) 

iv. 5/16/2019 Wells Reserve Lunch and Learn (Lawns to Lobsters) – first nice 
day after so much rain, only 10 in attendance, 5 plan to change behavior.  

v. 6/3/2019 Kittery Land Trust –  Kittery Community Center 
vi. 6/22/2019 York Land Trust Wild-Scaping Workshop/Festival 

d. Booths:  
i. York Marketfest 9/22/2018 

ii. York Harvestfest 10/13/2018 
iii. Kittery Block Party 6/15/2019 – K. Rabasca will bring materials (pre-rolled 

newspaper pots – and Wild Seed project seeds for kids to plant, word 
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searches and fact sheets).  K. Rabasca and Mary first (meet Jessa at 9 am for 
setup), the Leslie and Jessa in afternoon 1 or 1:30 they will take down.   

e. Point of Sale: M. Wicklund – no one wants yard signs, but they love the fact sheets – 
exp. Tick and mosquito.  L. Hinz confirmed.  K. Rabasca to send Tick and Mosquito 
Fact Sheets to J. Kellogg.  

i. York – Fall 2018Rocky Acre Farm Stand received tote bags, lawn signs and 
brochures (20 each). 

ii. Kittery Ace Hardware – M. Wicklund dropped off items 
iii. Salmon Falls Nursery and Landscaping (Berwick/S. Berwick line) M. 

Wicklund says she is not doing any more workshops or special events.   
iv. Eliot Agway – M. Wicklund dropped off items 
v. York Eldredge Lumber – Leslie dropped items off 

vi. Coastal Landscaping – L. Hinz will drop off items.  
6. Public Education Planning PY7 and Next Permit 

i. K. Rabasca reviewed the ISWG  Public Education Straw Poll Results (From 
March) 

1. Think Blue Maine revamp (possible new ads from Think Blue MA) 
2. Awareness 2nd audience:  Green Sno Pro (Commercial applicators), or 

Sediment/erosion control (Contractors) 
3. Behavior Change (Bacteria) 
4. Public Participation (Urban Runoff) 

ii. K. Rabasca reviewed the ISWG discussions in May:  Behavior change – they 
will keep Yardscaping, and add Pet Waste if Second Audience is needed.  

iii. SMSWG: 
1. Last SMSWG Vote was: 

a. Awareness:  Erosion Control (5 votes), Pesticide (2 votes), 
Municipal (1 vote)  

b. Behavior Change: Litter (4 votes), Erosion (2 votes), 
Chlorides (1 vote), Pet Waste (1 Vote) 

2. After some discussion, the group changed their preference to have the 
municipal awareness be the second awareness audience.  It is super 
important to keep the municipal staff aware of the MS4 program, and 
this will be a relatively straightforward program to implement.   

3. The group also agreed to select litter as their primary behavior change 
program, and will add erosion/sediment control for contractors if a 
second behavior change is required.  K. Rabasca will begin drafting 
up the plans.   

 
 
7.  Next Meetings and Annual Report: (last Wednesday of Jan, Mar, May, July, Sept, Nov) 

Wednesday July 31, 2019 – Kittery Town Hall 
September 15, 2019 Annual Report Due 
Wednesday September 25, 2019 – Eliot   





    

Soak Up the Rain New England Webinar Series: 

Smart Cities and Parks: Resilient Environmental Design and 
Infrastructure in Chelsea, MA 

Wednesday, June 12th, 1-2:30 EST. 
 

     To Register*     
 

This webinar will showcase the planning, design, and implementation 

of green and resilient infrastructure practices in Chelsea, 

Massachusetts. Chelsea is a dense, urban community with 

a socioeconomically and demographically diverse population.  

Chelsea’s unique coastal orientation and geography as a designated 

port area expose it to a disproportionate risk of environmental and 

public health impacts, compounded by a high concentration of critical 

regional and local industry. Current land use patterns coupled with 

large areas of impervious surfaces have yielded unique design 

challenges, particularly related to storm water management and heat 

reduction. Cognizant of these realities, the City of Chelsea is 

undertaking the planning, design, and construction necessary to 

increase resiliency and improve local environmental quality. Planning 

and implementation strategies for open space, coastal infrastructure, 

and green infrastructure will be presented as well as the City’s 

effective and inclusive public engagement and collaborative  

processes, given its multiple, diverse partners who are frequently 

involved in these projects. 

 

 

Presenters:  

Alexander Train, AICP, Assistant Director, Planning and  

Development Department, Chelsea, Massachusetts  

 

Fidel Maltez, Commissioner, Department of Public Works, Chelsea, 

Massachusetts 

 

 
*Registration site-  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5846926157926349826  

For information on Soak Up the Rain and the webinar series-

http://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain   

Who Should Attend:   

Municipal decision makers/planners 

and Department of Public Works 

(DPW) staff, environmental 

organizations, practitioners, educators, 

and interested citizens - anyone who is 

considering a new project or looking 

to build on an existing program.   

Webinar Series   
We will be focusing on a range of 
innovative approaches to addressing 
stormwater in New England, presented 
by leaders from around the region.   

• Hear about stormwater public 

outreach resources and programs;   

• See who’s soaking up the rain as 

we showcase green infrastructure 

projects and programs;   

• Learn about the latest tools and 
resources from EPA and others for   

   implementing and promoting green   

infrastructure; and   
• Engage with others as we share 

information about successes, 
barriers, and lessons learned while 
implementing green infrastructure 
in New England communities.   

   

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2984532340645539843
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5846926157926349826
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6869293849013987073
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4705991516585453058
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4705991516585453058
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5846926157926349826
http://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain
http://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain
http://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain
http://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain


WILD-SCAPING WORKSHOP  
 

Create a Yard that Sustains Wildlife and  
Protects our Waterways  

 

Saturday, June 22, 2018  

10am - Noon 

York Land Trust  

1 Long Neck Marsh Road, York, ME  

 

 Learn nature-friendly tips for maintaining your lawn and garden.  

 Tour our native plant gardens and get tips for your own garden.  

 Visit a display on eco-friendly lawn care products.  

 See a demo on how water flows into our waterways when it rains.  

 Kids will enjoy nature crafts and plant native flowers to take home.  

 Meet an ambassador animal from the Center for Wildlife.  

 Strawberry shortcake and coffee will be served.  

 

 

This is a free, family-friendly event that is open to the public. Space is limited.  

Please register in advance at www.yorklandtrust.org or  

by calling 207-363-7400. Thank you.   

 

Hosted by: 
 

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.yorklandtrust.org


 

Tuesday	March	26th		-		6:00	to	7:30	pm	
Marshwood	Adult	Ed	

(Marshwood	High	School,	South	Berwick) 
Thursday	May	2nd	-		7:15	am	
Eliot/South	Berwick	Rotary		

	(71	Norton	Street,	South	Berwick)	

Thursday	May	16th		-		12:00	to	1:00	pm	
Wells	Reserve	

(342	Laudholm	Farm	Rd.,	Wells)	

Monday	June	3rd		-		5:00	to	6:00	pm		
Kittery	Land	Trust	

(Kittery	Community	Center,	120	Rogers	Rd.)	
Saturday,	June	22nd		-		10:00	am	to	Noon	

York	Land	Trust	
	(1	Long	Neck	Marsh	Road,	York)	

Yardscaping	Workshops	
Healthy	Lawn	Care	Made	Simple	

	

Do	you	want	a	lush	green	lawn	safe	for	kids,	pets,	and	the	environment?		Do	you	like	to	
save	time,	money,	and	effort?	Join	us	to	learn	how	to	create	a	more	resilient,	beautiful	
lawn,	without	relying	on	chemical	fertilizers,	weed	and	bug	killers	that	can	harm	our	

children	and	local	waters.	
	

Whether	you	maintain	your	own	lawn	or	hire	a	professional,	this	class	is	for	you!	

All	workshops	FREE	and	open	to	the	public.	
	

Sponsored	by	the	towns	of	Berwick,	Eliot,	Kittery,	South	Berwick,	and	York.	
FMI	and	to	register,	contact	Mary	Wicklund	at	207-337-3472	or	littlefarmermary@yahoo.com	

	


